
remove technical and other barriers to methane capture and use.
With the grants, the agency is supporting a suite of activities that include

training, database development on potential project sites, feasibility studies,
technology transfer and project expositions.

“One of the more important areas is direct project assistance,” Gunning
says. “So, for example, in Mexico we’ll be working with the Border Environ  -
ment Cooperation Commission to undertake two feasibility studies [on gas
recovery and use] in two cities.

“Our expectation is that the reports that are developed and issued from
those studies will serve as a catalyst for private-sector investment to under-
take a full-scale project,” Gunning says.

In Nigeria, the Center for People & the Environment received a grant for a
study of electricity generation from
coal mine methane at a site to be
determined, and the International
Solid Waste Association will devel-
op a Nigerian landfill inventory.

The Ecological Regional Center

in Russia will develop a landfill inventory for that nation, and the Russia
Energy Efficiency Demonstration Zones Association will create a Clean
Energy Technology Information Center in Moscow.

In South Korea, the Korea District Heating Corporation will conduct
feasibility studies of methane recovery from the Chuncheon,
Gangneung, Jinju and Mokpo landfills.

“Virtually all the projects are leveraging other resources,” Gunning says.
“So in all cases, the institutions we are cooperating with will contribute fund-
ing for projects, and in some cases have partnered with others, too. So the
award amounts aren’t necessarily the full amount—it’s a portion supported
by the U.S. government.”

Cheryl Pellerin is a USINFO staff writer. 

Please share your views on this article. Write to editorspan@state.gov
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is spending $2 million in nine
countries to fund climate-change projects that enhance the capture and
use of methane, which accounts for about one-sixth of powerful green-

house gases.
The funds—to projects in India, China, Russia, Argentina, Brazil, the

Republic of Korea, Mexico, Nigeria and Ukraine—are from the Methane to
Markets Partnership, which the United States and 13 other countries
launched in 2004. 

The European Commission joined the group in September 2007, swelling
the number of partners to 21. Together with more than 600 participating pub-
lic and private organizations, the partners work on nearly 100 projects and
activities around the world. 

Paul Gunning, branch chief in the Climate Change Division at the
Environmental Protection Agency, says the European Commission mem-
bership “is a good development because it brings additional expertise into
the partnership and additional commitment that will help us grow the part-
nership and continue to achieve reductions in greenhouse gases globally.”

A little more than half of methane emissions come from people-generat-
ed sources. Methane concentrations in the atmosphere have more than dou-
bled over 200 years, largely because of human activity. Methane is 23 times
as effective as carbon dioxide in trapping heat in the atmosphere. 

The Methane to Markets program targets four major causes of the emis-
sions: coal mining, landfills, agriculture (animal-waste management), and
oil and natural gas systems.

Of several projects being funded in India, one will help the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry coordinate activities for
advancing Indian methane recovery and use projects in the agriculture and
landfill sectors, and another will help the International Institute for Energy
Conservation in India initiate a nationwide system for recovering methane
from manure at animal feeding operations.

Gunning says the European Commission has expressed interest in part-
nership activities that deal with capturing methane from coal mines and
from oil and natural gas systems. The Commission sent a delegation to the
Methane to Markets Exposition in Beijing in 2007 to learn more about the
partnership.

The Commission is the first multi-country entity to join Methane to
Markets. Four member countries (Germany, Italy, Poland and the United
Kingdom) are already involved. In the coal sector, the Commission will be
able to provide more than 50 years of European Union experience in target-
ing methane emissions from coal mines.

Methane is not only a greenhouse gas, it also is the main component of
natural gas and a clean-burning energy source. The projects funded by the
Environmental Protection Agency support a range of activities that help

A worker at the combined heat and power plant at New Belgium
Brewing Co., in Fort Collins, Colorado. The plant collects methane gas
generated in the brewing process and converts it into energy.

A team from the Uttarakhand-based Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology
studies the movement of the Chorabari Glacier in Garhwal Himalaya.

Funds Climate Change
U.S. Agency

Funds Climate Change 
Projects in Nine Nations By CHERYL PELLERIN
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Barack Obama
Obama says the United States is responsible for leav-
ing the planet in better shape for future generations.
His plan would reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
implement a market-based cap-and-trade system to
reduce carbon emissions by 80 percent by 2050, set
a national standard for low-carbon fuels and increase
fuel efficiency standards, reduce gasoline consump-
tion through expanded use of renewable energy
sources and invest in advanced technologies for clean energy proj-
ects. He would create a Technology Transfer program within the U.S.
Department of Energy dedicated to exporting climate-friendly tech-
nologies to developing countries. He would also develop incentives
to reward farmers and ranchers when they plant trees and restore
grasslands. 

Hillary Clinton
Clinton says global climate change is a pressing
moral issue of our time and supports policies to
reduce carbon dioxide and other emissions that
contribute to global warming. She would develop a
new treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol, which is
set to expire in 2012. She proposes to invest in
clean energy technologies, establish a national mar-
ket-based program to reduce pollution that causes
global warming, increase fuel efficiency, and
strengthen U.S. leadership in addressing climate

change. She would also focus the mission of the U.S. Department of
Energy on moving toward energy independence with a new approach
to renewable energy sources. 

John McCain
McCain would limit carbon dioxide emissions by har-
nessing market forces to bring advanced technologies
like nuclear energy to market faster, reduce depend-
ence on foreign energy supplies and ensure that all
nations contribute to the climate change solution. He
was lead author of a U.S. Senate proposal to reduce
carbon emissions by 65 percent by 2050 and believes
climate change is a national security issue.

Mike Huckabee
When asked during a 2007 Republican Party primary
debate if he believed global warming existed,
Huckabee said that whether humans are responsible
for the bulk of climate change is going to be left to the
scientists, but it is our responsibility to leave this
planet in better shape for the future generations than
we found it. Huckabee proposes to explore, conserve
and develop all forms of alternative energy to achieve
U.S. energy independence. He would set a federal
research and development budget that the private

sector would match to seek the best, new, alternative fuel products.

U.S. Presidential Candidates’
Views on Climate Change
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For more information:
Methane to Markets Partnership  
http://www.epa.gov/methanetomarkets/
International Solid Waste Management 
http://www.iswa.org/web/guest/home
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